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Beneq awarded 2011 Millennium Distinction Award for excellence and growth
in photovoltaics
Beneq has today been presented with the Millennium Distinction Award, an accolade presented
by Technology Academy Finland (TAF) to Finnish scientists and growth companies for
outstanding technological achievements in the field of the most recent Millennium Technology
Prize Winner.
The 2010 Millennium Technology Prize was won by Professor Michael Grätzel for his invention of
dye-sensitized solar cells, and hence, the 2011 Millennium Distinction Awards were presented to
scientists and companies working in the solar energy sector.
The Millennium Distinction Awards celebrate Finnish innovations and technological achievements.
The selection process involves several criteria including pioneering work in research or business
activities, distinguished contributions to higher education and significant achievements in the
commercialization of innovations based on new technologies.
Says Beneq CTO Tommi Vainio: “This prize is a great honor and we are grateful to Technology
Academy Finland for being acknowledged in this way. The award itself serves two causes for
Beneq. On the one hand it confirms that the hard work we have behind us, six incredible years of
growth, innovation and discovery, have been successful. On the other hand, it is a promise for
the future, a definite piece of evidence that the route we have chosen is the right one.”
Ainomaija Haarla, President and CEO of Technology Academy Finland comments: “The selection
committee analyzed information on both researchers and companies from all over Finland, and I
was happy to discover that there were so many good candidates. The winners represent a true
cross-section of expertise in Finland’s solar energy sector.”
For more information, please contact:
Mr Sampo Ahonen, CEO, Beneq Oy
Tel: +358 40 520 1090
e-mail: sampo.ahonen(at)beneq.com
Beneq Oy, based in Finland, is a supplier of equipment and coating technology for global markets. Beneq turns
innovations into success by developing applications and equipment for cleantech and renewable energy fields, especially
in glass, solar and emerging thin film markets. Coating applications include optics, barriers and passivation layers, as well
as energy generation and conservation. Beneq also offers complete coating services. The coating applications of Beneq
are based on two enabling nanotechnology platforms: Atomic Layer Deposition (ALD) and aerosol coating (nHALO® and
nAERO®). www.beneq.com
Technology Academy Finland promotes technology by supporting scientific research that develops innovations and
new technologies and contributes to the improvement of people's living conditions while building on humane values. We
promote Finland as a high-tech country by strengthening and bringing together domestic and international networks.
Technology Academy awards the international Millennium Technology Prize every two years. The prize was established in
2002.www.technologyacademy.fi
Beneq, nHALO and nAERO are registered trademarks of Beneq Oy.
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